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ions arid Robert Novak 



• ThtKtop-eecwt.'tyroMnd intelligence 
report. on.theJJ-SJSoviet.siiategic,batj 
ance, the gravest since World War Q, is. 
getting final toucher" and, for a‘cfcange£ 

i • is ...i' 


’President Garter«.iind ; President' 



, Between the- hie*, .‘thw>typbrt 
?Adm- Stanafield iTmne^diriictor bfrthe 
tjCtnferal InteUigsses Agency.demoliabea 
Bop» of..i^ete»«!tts5V-to6By/tliat.a 
"heir arms limi tati on agreement (SALT) 
/somehow cdfifwtomjfie^trateg£.-feal^‘ 
anl w of po^Jj ^ir official familia r wj^ 

out^growu^^v^Qtity of SowetPatraj 
gtqr'MoiesSbi ^ ^ _ 

"new production; not new controls. 1 

Known as Natianal3ntelligenc* 
mate 11-3-8 coverin^the-newyeariof 
.1981, the report is the first in several:] 
•years to emergaffom; the . intelligence J 
community without serious dissentfrom. | 
the CIA’s Turner. "The admiral has) 

, hardly any. footnotes,” one insider, paicL 
Footnotes are the traditional me ch ani sm] 

. for -dissenters to register disagreements 
without forcing- major' revision in the] 
main -text . For th* past three • years^j 
, Turner and some of his Soviet specialist* 
have -either - beam- ferocious footnote 
write rvor have been the targets of pwA 
fuse footnotes by Pentagon realistvA"- 
- The CIA’s tendency to > downplay So**- 
etprogrwa-in outspending and,outpro4 
/dutifcg the UmtacLStates in the weapons 
of strategic, warfare has not been, limited 
..to the CarteradminiBtration. Beset biy in- 
^teraal feuda«/the CH&in 1976 hbed/oatH 
"skiers (known; as < fT 08 an B”) to-hel ^i& 
"town experts prepare the NIB 11-3-8 c<wy 
ering the first year o£ Carter’s presidencyil 
i V, Since then.^TunKt’A driaents.tojth^ 
.findings of ot her a ga nc ies have tended to 
■dilute the final ’product Thuv tiie estP : 
jnate foc J98t£jrowr .getting. finishing} 


Atoucfaes is the first rnyean aotidiy backed 
-'.by both career and political officeholders 
i/in the intelligence community. • 
v:' Their agreement shows that debate 
£o*er Soviet superiority has been resolved 
iin favor of experts who were once called 
^alarmist by the arms controllers. Those 
'•arm 'controllers, in turn, are forced into 
tfhebackseat . 

To the incoming president the more 
|>thah 360 pages of NIB 11-3-8 will make 
'£ tightening reading, for -all of /his cam- 
^paigh. promises to build US.'-.' strategic 
^ strangth haiJc- to “a margin of safety.” 
^Thejreportcontradicts the major Carter 
tifeiriwtcation^dann - that this nation’s 
jc’^strength" gives ; it ."essential 
“equivalence." That was a dubious conclu- 
■sbncwhenitwas first'pronounced nearly 
5- : four years ago and one now tom to shreds 
in the-new intelligence estimate. : . \ 
^/Tearing it to shreds were Carter’s re- 
Tpeated decisions alidnsroff and dtscardine . 

ons strategic program after another. They ; 
^.included toe B1 penetration bomber, the i 
v neutron warhead for toe defense of West- ' 
—em- Europe, accelerated . development of 
• the big land-based MX missile, the Tri- 

- dent submarine and cruise missiles. 

Carter’s thesis was the heart of error; 
we don’t need these systems because we 
already have essential equivalence; what 
wa need is arms controt ^ £?■?:/*: ': .- 

Instead, warnings issued when Carter 
became president have prematurely 
home their bitter fruit Ha was warned 
that the /United States would face a 
/“window of vulnerability^ by the mid- 
T30a even if he ordered foil speed ahead 
Vvbn these discarded systems. /He did not,' 

- and the “window” is now prematurely 

::- open. Reagan has little choice to close it 
.^.during his first term. ;> ; ^N 'sT-K 

i2~Thi3reslity explains why Reagan's na~j 
.tional security insides were so angered by, 

thediitortioii of Reagan’s SALT position 


given the West Geraon Bundestag by] 
jChaneeflor Helmut Schmidt. This reality t 
makes a groteaqueria out of Sen. Cbaries j 
.Percy's message to Soviet President Leo- 
. nid Brezhnev that Keegan places the high* 

estpriority on a SALT accord. ^ 

| The new NIB 1L3-8 study of the state- ■ 
gic balance mocksauch pleasantries. Rea- 
gan will assume office at a time of gravest 
danger to this nation. Nothing but diplo- 
macy and perhaps a little bravado stand 
between US. security and Soviet power to* 
wipe out US. land-based missiles and 
bombers with a single counterforce attack. 

' Anne control talks, or even agreements 
that eliminate major hazards from Car- 
ter's dying SALT II treaty, cannot rectify" 
the strategic imbalance that Turner is- 
about to document for Carter and Reagan. 
The CIA's findings leave only one route to 
^safety: production of new weapons sys- 
texns, without any speed limit . . / * 
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